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Buffer Program Implementation
Since 2015 there has been an effort to get Pope County at 100% compliance. When
the law was passed Pope County was already 93% compliant after information was reviewed.
We are now at just below 97%.
The weather this past fall was challenging and 60 parcels obtained waivers to be
allowed to seed this spring. A compliance plan waiver was granted to a landowner who
requested one from the SWCD before the 11/1/2017 deadline. This ensured temporary
“compliance” until the buffer could be implemented. For those that were able to seed, Pope
SWCD assisted with staking, seeding, and verification.
Alternative practices have been reviewed for a dozen parcels which are specific
and may not work for every parcel. These practices included filter strips, grassed waterways,
alternative side inlets, no till, and cover crops, etc.
Toward the end of the summer of 2017 the state offered buffer cost-share assistance.
This was a one-time payment for those that signed a contract for the $250 flat rate assistance
payment on seeding or a 65% percentage rate for structural practices. We have fifteen
contracts executed and three encumbered totaling the $40,000 dollar amount received.
In 2018, Pope SWCD will be assisting landowners with technical and financial
assistance. A waiver may still be filled out. Please stop in to our office to discuss your
options. We also have a list of parcels that will require spring staking and verification.
The seeding deadline for public ditches is 11/1/18. More information will be sent out to
landowners on parcels that we have identified. If you do not receive a letter but wish to check
the compliance of your parcel, please contact us at 320-634-5327.

2017 Outstanding Conservationists
2017 Pope Co. Outstanding Conservationists Tom and
Ann Beuckens and Area II
Finalists from Starbuck Minnesota
Pictured Below: Photos of the farm with projects
implemented labeled.

Pope SWCD has been
awarded grant funding
to continue erosion
control work in the Lake
Emily Watershed for
2018.

Wetland
Conservation
Act
Pope SWCD is the local
government unit that was
delegated responsibility for
WCA in Pope County. There
were 126 contacts made in
2017 on various requests
including wetland mitigation,
site reviews, violations, plat
reviews, restoration orders,
training, and general
implementation of the program.

Pope SWCD provides services including tree planting,
grass seeding, and rental services. They also provide
materials for seeding projects and trees. Contact the
SWCD for your spring planting needs.

There were 5 boundary and
type determinations, 12 ag
wetland bank exemptions, 4
correction actions, 6 violations,
and 1 cease and desist issued.

2017
Educational
Events

Pope SWCD Education Programs

Irrigation Association of
MN Annual Meeting
Pope Co Pheasant
Restoration Banquet
MASWCD Leadership
Legislative Days
Poster Contest
(Minnewaska, BBE,
Glacial Hills schools)
Pope Co. Community
Expo
Gobblers of Glacial Ridge
County Commissioner
Annual Report Meeting
Middle Sauk Water Fest
County Commissioners
Presentations
BBE Science Fair
Pope Co Water Plan
Meeting
Annual Township
Meetings
Villard, Leven, Amelia
Lake Assoc. Meetings
Glenwood City Council
Presentation
Stewardship Week
City of Glenwood
Stormwater Workshop
Rosholt Field Day
Water Fest
Conservation Day

Cooperative Weed
Management Program
The Pope-Swift Cooperative Weed
Management Area focused on continued
treatment of Wild Parsnip, Plumeless Thistle, Leafy Spurge
and Common Tansy. These efforts included landowner
identification and treatment plan meetings, chemical and
mechanical control, and hired contractors for chemical
treatment in right-of-ways. These treatments were done both
in the spring and fall season with emphasis on the biennial
rosettes. Just over 26 acres and over 18 miles of right-of-way
(both sides of the road equaling 36 miles) were treated for the
targeted species. Common tansy was headed out before any
chemical treatment could be implemented so the seed heads
were collected and disposed of. A few landowners borrowed
the backpack sprayers to conduct their own control of
plumeless thistle and wild parsnip. Weed of the Week articles
were published in local newspapers to inform the public of the
types of weeds our counties are combating and ways to get
the job done. The efforts of the Pope-Swift CWMA program
will continue in 2018. The focus will continue to be on the
treatment of wild parsnip, plumeless thistle, leafy spurge, and
common tansy.

Rosholt
Research
Farm
The Pope SWCD
celebrated 50 years of
research at the Rosholt
Research Farm. We
continue to coordinate
with the Minnesota
Department of
Agriculture, the University
of Minnesota, CHS Prairie
Lakes, and Stearns
SWCD along with others.
The plots include:
nitrogen, irrigation, and
cover crop research.
The Pope SWCD held a
field day in coordination
with the partners and in
2017 to showcase the
research. For more info
visit: www.popeswcd.org.

Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program
Throughout 2017, roughly 20 landowners had inquired
about the Reinvest in Minnesota- Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP). Out of that interest, one
landowner submitted an application and was awarded a
CREP easement. This process is still ongoing.
CREP is a combination program of both the federal
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and the state Reinvest
in Minnesota easement program. Currently the continuous
CRP is on hold nationally, however, the CREP program is
available for ongoing sign-up. The types of land practices that
this sign-up is focusing on are wetland restoration, filter strips/
buffers, and wellhead protection areas.
Interested landowners can make an appointment with
the Pope SWCD office to go over their parcel of land for
eligibility and payment quotes.

Above Top : Field Day held
attracted over 100 participants.
Above Bottom: Lysimeter tubes
are installed to capture water
quality groundwater data on
nitrogen leaching below crops at
the Research Farm.

Minnesota Ag
Water Quality
Certification
Program
The Minnesota Ag Water
Quality Certification
Program is a program
available through the
Minnesota Department of
Agriculture but assisted
by Soil and Water
Conservation Districts
across the state. Each
producers that signs up
works one on one with a
certification specialist and
our Pope SWCD staff.
Pope SWCD has a 93%
certification rate. Pope
County has 16 operations
certified currently with
approximately 9,973
acres.
In 2017, a total of 3,183
acres were certified
including 3 farm
operations. The program
on a statewide level, has
503 farms and 298,661
certified acres.
We are continuing to take
applications for the
program and if you are
interested please contact
our office for more details
at 320-634-5327.

Staff Hours

1,832.25

# Initial Contacts

630

# Response

432

Reinvest In Minnesota
Program (RIM)
In 2017, there were 50
Reinvest in Minnesota
easements that were on
the state inspection list.
Each year the Board of
Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR) generates a list for
local offices to conduct
basic compliance checks
on a percentage of the RIM
easements located in the
county.
There have been several
vegetation cover updates.
This is where the
landowner can work with
the Pope SWCD office to
upgrade vegetation species
if the current cover is
lacking diversity. There may be cost-share money available
from BWSR in order to do this. Along with vegetation cover
upgrades, several conservation practice plans have been
altered to match what is currently on the landscape. Food
plots and tree areas may be allowed but should not change
unless it is approved by the local office and BWSR. If you
have an interest in any of these types of ground cover please
stop in our office and discuss the options.

2017 Projects Completed
Pope SWCD/NRCS continues to work on erosion, feedlot updates, grazing, and other
engineered practices. The workload remains high and state project funds are potentially
available in the Lake Emily and Lake Minnewaska project areas. In addition Pope SWCD
coordinates with watershed partners on other special project funds to assist landowners. The
NRCS continues to administer federal programs for project implementation. The Pope SWCD
has also completed the work on the City of Glenwood which includes P8 and SWMMM models.
This information will help guide future implementation of projects within the city once funding
is obtained through grants. Landowners are encouraged to stop in to visit with staff about
funding options.

Other Activities include:
Observation Well Monitoring

25 Wells

Precipitation Monitoring

15 Count

Map Legend

Quantity

Structures

30 Count

Well Sealing

2 Wells Sealed

Buffers Seeded

9 Sites

Grass Projects

9 Sites

Grazing Projects

5 Count

Cover Crops

2 Count

Drill Rentals

10 Sites

Wetland Restoration

2 Count

Tree Plantings

11 Sites

Conservation Stewardship Program

30 Count

Irrigation Management
Service

4 pivots

Aquaculture Pond

1 Count

Pit Closure

1 Site

Water Quality Intakes/Rock
Intakes

15 Count

Symbol

Financial Information
The Pope SWCD is not a taxing authority and
depends on funding support from the County and other
partners to leverage technical assistance and cost share
dollars. The financial information represents all funding
including cost share to landowners. Most of the funding
from federal and state sources are for landowner projects
and cost share assistance.

Profit & Loss Statement 2017
Revenue
County
Local
State
Charges for Services
Other

$
$
$
$
$
Total $

126,692
11,916
496,752
69,804
5,504
710,668

Expenditures

Pope SWCD leverages
$33 in funding through
state and federal
sources for every dollar
received through the
County.

District Opera ons
Personnel
Other Services
Supplies
Capital Outlay

$
$
$
$

294,585
75,754
1,536
33,287

Project Expenditures

$

12,251

Project Expenditures

$

8,139

Project Expenditures
$
Total $

277,991
703,543

Excess Revenue Over $

7,125

1680 Franklin St North
Glenwood, MN 56334

Pope SWCD and USDA prohibits discrimination in all their programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and
where applicable, sex (including gender identity and expression), marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, political
beliefs, genetic information, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program.
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